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LGBTQ+ in South Korea and
Learning Opportunities from
Taiwan

Contextual Background

The Stockholm Korea and Taiwan
Centers of the Institute for Security and
Development Policy (ISDP), alongside
Macoll Consulting Group, held a one-
hour webinar in celebration of Pride
Month, on June 9, 2026, during which
LGBTQ+ rights in South Korea and Taiwan
were discussed. Horim Yi, Co-Executive
Director of Rainbow Action Korea and
Executive Director of Marriage for All
Korea; and Joyce Teng, Board Member of
ILGA Asia (the International Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Trans and Intersex Association
— Asia), were our two speakers, with
Macoll’s Senior Associate Jayoung Son as
the keynote speaker and ISDP’s Josephine
Orgaard Rasmussen, Korea Center project
manager, serving as the moderator.

The webinar’s objective was to identify
tangible policy proposals for how to
promote the rights of LGBTQ+ people
in South Korea while comparing the
existing political and legislative landscapes
in Taiwan, with the aim of laying the
groundwork for collaboration in the
pursuit of promoting LGBTQ+ rights.

The webinar was recorded and made
available on YouTube. This report
summarizes the main takeaways from the
webinar in order to, among others, pinpoint

some of the underlying factors stalling
South Korea’s legislative advancement
on LGBTQ+ rights. Korean and Mandarin
versions are accessible after the English
version.

The Korea Foundation’s generous
sponsorship made the webinar and report
possible.

LGBTQ+ Rights: A Matter of Mature
Democracy and Human Rights

As South Korea and Taiwan advance
their democratic trajectories, the ongoing
effort to improve LGBTQ+ rights will be
imperative in this endeavor. LGBTQ+
rights are essential to a mature democracy
because they serve as a key indicator of
a society’s commitment to individual
liberty, pluralism, and the rule of law.
Protecting marginalized groups maintains
the democratic ideal that all people are
equal before the law, preventing majority
power from becoming an instrument of
oppression for minorities. Furthermore,
LGBTQ+ rights and universal human
rights are the ultimate stress test for any
democracy. Consequently, improving
LGBTQ+ rights is a critical strategic and
domestic imperative in both South Korea
and Taiwan.



https://youtu.be/E5wDwFtcRWI?si=I1jgdOmh4_pgk5P8

The Cases of South Korea and Taiwan
Comparatively, South Korea and Taiwan
share several similarities. First, both
underwent democratization following
decades of authoritarian rule, which
ended in 1987, and consolidated their
democratic systems during the 1990s. This
parallel democratic transition marked the
beginning of LGBTQ+ activism in both
South Korea and Taiwan in the late 1990s
and early 2000s, eventually leading to the
first Pride events held in Seoul in 2000 and
in Taiwan in 2003. Second, Taiwan and
South Korea have cultural traditions deeply
rooted in Confucian heritage, providing an
ideal basis for examining how these shared
cultural values have influenced social
attitudes toward LGBTQ+ rights.

Despite these similarities, South Korea’s
LGBTQ+ rights trajectories are very
different from Taiwan’s. While Taiwan
has established national frameworks
for marriage, adoption, and non-
discrimination legislation for its LGBTQ+
community, South Korea still lacks
significant legal changes. Although there
have been advancements, such as the
Supreme Court’s 2024 ruling that same-
sex partners are entitled to spousal health
insurance benefits, the political climate
in Seoul has stagnated, characterized
by sharp ideological differences and a
persistent “not yet” argument among
politicians, who claim that there is not
enough social consensus to move forward
with comprehensive equality laws. As a
result, LGBTQ+ individuals in South Korea
are today navigating a landscape of legal
advances and symbolic administrative
improvements, as well as ongoing
legislative gridlock and deep-seated
cultural conservatism. This difference
might partly be attributed to Taiwan’s lack

of international recognition as a sovereign
state, which has created an additional
external incentive, compared to South
Korea, to promote democratic values
and progressive reforms to strengthen its
international legitimacy.

Taiwan’s progressive LGBTQ+ legislation
has made it a regional beacon, strengthened
its international reputation as a liberal
democracy, and triggered significant social,
economic, and political transformations. By
following Taiwan’s lead, South Korea could
learn important lessons from its experience
in promoting LGBTQ+ rights.

Key Takeaway 1: Difference in Domestic
Pushback - Conservative vs. Christian
Groups

The disparity in internal pushback and
anti-LGBTQ+ movements is one of the
most notable differences between Taiwan’s
and South Korea’s path towards increasing
LGBTQ+ rights and, consequently, their
distinct status quos. In South Korea, the
conservative movement is closely related
to religious groups, particularly Christians.
With roughly 26 percent to 33 percent of the
South Korean population being affiliated
with the Christian church, domestic
politicians are typically hesitant to adopt
positions in support of LGBTQ+ rights
due to conservative Christian objections
and the potential loss of voters from this
group. The religious conservative group
is very well organized and has often been
cited as the cause of stagnation and setback
for bills aiming to be more inclusive of
the community, as was the case in 2007
with the draft of the “Anti-Discrimination
Bill”, where massive conservative protests
forced the Minister of Justice to remove
seven protected grounds, including sexual




orientation, as Christian groups claimed
it would “promote homosexuality”.
As a result, the intense concentration
of a conservative Christian voting bloc
generates a high-stakes political equation
that paralyzes parliamentarians from both
major parties and prevents them from
advancing LGBTQ+ rights in South Korea.
Both speakers emphasized that when trying
to persuade members of political parties
to speak out and introduce legislation
supporting LGBTQ+ rights, activists
are hampered by the overestimation of
domestic Christian groups’ political power.

While Taiwan also has to tackle a significant
conservative movement, religion,
particularly Christianity, is not as strongly
represented within this group. In Taiwan,
conservatism and anti-LGBTQ+ activity
arise from a desire to maintain traditional
family values, which conservative groups
perceive as contradicting LGBTQ+ values,
leading to stigma and misconceptions
about the LGBTQ+ community.

Key Takeaway 2: The Legislative
Framework — Equal Marriage Legislation
& Anti-Discrimination Act
Withoutdefinedlegal frameworks, LGBTQ+
individuals continue to face arbitrary
denial of services, employment, housing,
and bodily autonomy, making legal reform
a critical focus of efforts to protect their
rights. In the context of Taiwan’s LGBTQ+
legislation, a watershed moment occurred
with the constitutional ruling in 2017,
followed by the “Act for Implementation of
J.Y. Interpretation No. 748” in 2019, which
established that restricting marriage rights
violates the constitutional principle of
equality. At this historical moment, Taiwan
became the first Asian entity to allow full

marital equality and sparked a new process
of LGBTQ+ legislation reform, notably
with the introduction of the “Gender
Equity Education Act” and the “Act of
Gender Equality in Employment”. As such,
Taiwan currently relies on fragmented,
sector-specific anti-discrimination laws
to safeguard the rights of its LGBTQ+
community.

Learning from Taiwan’s experience, South
Korea is also striving to legalize same-sex
marriage and has made progress toward
this goal, highlighted by the landmark
judicial “Supreme Court Health Insurance
Victory” in 2024, which held that same-sex
partners are entitled to dependent national
health insurance benefits. Building on
the momentum of the healthcare verdict,
campaigners and legal teams have filed
constitutional cases challenging the state’s
continued ban on same-sex marriage.

While marriage equality legislation, as
shown in the case of Taiwan, is a tangible
first step in securing LGBTQ+ rights,
additional legislation will be needed,
among other measures, to continue
the fight for a comprehensive “Anti-
Discrimination Act” in both South Korea
and Taiwan. While marriage equality
grants relationship recognition and
tangible benefits, it primarily addresses the
legal definition of marriage. As such, broad
anti-discrimination laws are necessary to
prohibit mistreatment across all aspects
of public and private life, serving as a
regulatory tool by setting legal standards
for conduct, creating  enforcement
mechanisms, and shifting institutional
behavior. Nonetheless, despite the
importance of such an act in protecting
society as a whole from discrimination,
both speakers acknowledged that due to




its comprehensive nature and opposition
from religious groups in South Korea and
conservatives in Taiwan, governmental
dedication will be required to overcome
years of stalemate over its adoption.

Key Takeaway 3: Governmental Action
over Social Consensus in LGBTQ+
Rights Advancement

South Korea's stalled legislative progress on
LGBTQ+ rights requires a more proactive
stance from the government. As remarked
by Horim Yi, South Korean politicians
address LGBTQ+ rights as the “politics of
later”: while they endorse equality and
oppose discrimination, they argue that
South Korean society is still not ready,
thereby excluding LGBTQ+ issues from
the mainstream political agenda. However,
Taiwan’s experience demonstrates that
legal and institutional reforms can precede
social consensus.

In 2017, Taiwan’s Constitutional Court
ruled that denying same-sex couples the
right to marry was unconstitutional, giving
legislators a two-year deadline to amend
the law. The 2018 referendum initiated
by conservative groups against marriage

equality revealed substantial public
opposition, but the ruling Democratic
Progressive Party (DPP) government

decided to proceed with the legalization
despite the outcome of the referendum.
Therefore, the Taiwanese government
not only publicly supported LGBTQ+
rights but also played a fundamental
role in advancing their legal protection,
making LGBTQ+ rights a central element
of Taiwan’s democracy. This bold move,
in turn, helped pave the way for broader
societal acceptance in the years following
the legalization of same-sex marriage.

As the speakers emphasized, the current
political moment in South Korea is
particularly favorable for legislative action,
with amember of the governing Democratic
Party of Korea now co-sponsoring an anti-
discrimination law and the presidency,
the National Assembly, and most regional
governments aligned within the same
political bloc. The question is therefore not
whether South Korean society is ready, but
whether political leaders are willing to use
this opportunity to advance LGBTQ+rights.
Taiwan’s example shows that legislation
can guide the path toward social consensus,
while waiting for complete consensus may
only perpetuate inaction.

Policy Recommendations: How to
Promote LGBTQ+ rights in South Korea
and Taiwan?

To promote more legislative action
protecting and recognizing LGBTQ+ rights
in South Korea and Taiwan, political will
and social action are critical to establish
a more inclusive and normalized legal
framework in which citizens are not
discriminated against based on sexual
orientation or gender identity. Social
campaigning alone is not enough, and
governmental backing is needed to actively
promote the protection and inclusion of
LGBTQ+ rights on the national agenda. To
achieve this, three policy recommendations
were put forth during the webinar with
the goal of furthering such rights in South
Korea and Taiwan:

Recommendation 1: People- to-People
Diplomacy

LGBTQ+ rights can be strengthened
through people-to-people diplomacy by
overcoming official government barriers




to create grassroots relationships. It helps
to transform public opinion from the
bottom up by facilitating cross-border
knowledge sharing, cultural interaction,
and international solidarity among
activists, civil society organizations, and
multinational enterprises. This interaction
should be strengthened both globally and
in conjunction with other Asian countries,
with the goal of conducting comparative
research on the everyday life challenges
facing the region’s LGBTQ+ communities
and sharing best practices in policy and
legislation.

Recommendation 2: The East Asian
Narrative & a Regional Support Network
Taiwan, South Korea, and other East Asian
countries should put forward their own
narrative on LGBTQ+ issues, providing a
comprehensive and contextually grounded

framework that allows for a regional
support network while also accurately
representing, internationally, the specific
cultural, political, and social realities of the
region when promoting and advocating for
LGBTQ+ rights.

Recommendation 3: Social Campaigning
Effective LGBTQ+ rights advancement

requires strong social campaigning
alongside legal reform, as it shifts public
debate, increases LGBTQ+ visibility,

and most notably reshapes how society
perceives LGBTQ+ families. In particular,
public storytelling about everyday life and
family experiences is essential to humanize
LGBTQ+ people and reduce the stigma
created by long-lasting conservative
narratives within South Korean and
Taiwanese society.
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